
      
 
 
Emily Platt, Supervisor            October 17, 2022 
Helena-Lewis and Clark National Forest 
2880 Skyway Drive 
Helena, MT  59601             
 
 
Dear Supervisor Platt, 
 
With this correspondence, Helena Hunters and Anglers Association (HHAA) is making good on our promise of 
August 3rd to you during our field trip, that we would quantify the presence of illegal trails, primarily in Sections 10 
and 11, T9N, R5W, within the Lazyman (Black Mountain) Inventoried Roadless Area.   
While we have made attempts to quantify all human created/maintained trails in this area, we conclude that, even if 
incomplete, the HLCNF needs to know the nature and extent of illegal trail activity that we have documented to date. 
 
We wish to point out that this area is exceedingly important big game winter range and is documented as such by 
Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks.    
 
The importance of IRAs cannot be overstated when it comes to providing public land wildlife habitat and meeting the 
obligations of the Forest Plan for that purpose as well as providing quality water, weed-free uncompacted soils, and 
healthy functioning ecosystems.  However, over the past several years, trail proliferation has seriously compromised 
the ability of the landscape to sustain big game on these ranges. HHAA members have expressed our concerns to the 
HLCNF, but have been ignored.  We are asking for education efforts and enforcement of regulations preventing rogue 
trail building, as well as stopping use of e-bikes in the IRA.  
 
We would appreciate it if you would provide a contact within your office to whom we should send our georeferenced 
mapping data.  More than 120 photos have been taken along the more than 20 miles of trails we have mapped, in 
order to provide insight regarding the nature of the trail construction and maintenance, such as cut green trees, large 
rocks moved to line the trails, constructed switchbacks, slalom biking courses, creek crossings, and a wide variety of 
trail markers including a plethora of deer/elk bones tied to trees with baling twine, snoose cans nailed or screwed to 
trees, paint, and hatchet slash marks.  In some cases, trails have even been raked to remove rocks and debris.   
 
We have spoken with some of the landowners whose property adjoins the IRA and have learned that many are 
distressed with the ever-expanding trail network.  Others, who may be complicit and may not know that trail 
construction on public lands is illegal (36CRF261.10(a)) without going through the Forest Service NEPA compliance 
process, are somewhat recalcitrant.   
 
We offer recommendations in the attached report.  Please let us know how you intend to proceed with a restoration 
plan.  We are available to help.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Steve Platt, President 
 
cc:  Kathy Bushnell, District Ranger 
 Nick Scholz, Law Enforcement Patrol Captain 

 
2763 Grizzly Gulch, Helena, MT 59601         

HHAA.helenahunters@gmail.com 


